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Paula A. Trillo

Butler University
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute
e-mail: alextrillo@hotmail.com
Citizenship: Peruvian

Address: Camino Real 1121, Apto 1006, San Isidro-Lima.                                       Phone number: +511 254-9574


EDUCATION:


    
Ph.D. in Organismal Biology and Ecology, University of Montana. 2008

               
B.S. in Ecology Behavior and Evolution, University of California, San Diego.1998

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:
2011- present:
Postdoctoral Fellow, Butler University, Department of Biology and Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute.
Title of the project: “The evolution of primary and secondary sexual characters in Acromis sparsa” (advisors Dr. Carmen Salsbury and Dr. Donald Windsor)
2009–2011:
Postdoctoral Fellow, Colorado State University, Department of Biology and 



the Museo de Historia Natural, Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Lima-Peru


Title of the project: “Mechanisms of divergence in mating signals: determining the role of 

sexual and ecological selection in speciation” (advisor Dr. W. Chris Funk)

2001-2008:
Doctoral Thesis, 2001-2008, University of Montana, Division of Biological Sciences



Title of the project: Pre and postcopulatory sexual selection in the tortoise beetle Acromis 

sparsa 
(Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae) (advisor Dr. Douglas J. Emlen)

2000-2001:
Research Fellow, 2000-2001, Cornell University, Cornell Lab of Ornithology



Title of the project: The effects of social and environmental contexts on song-type use and 

variability by male Banded Wrens in a Costa Rican dry forest 


(advisor Dr. Sandra Vehrencamp)

1997:

University of California Education Abroad Program-Independent project, 1997


Title of the project: Mating behavior and the importance of horn length in the mating 


success of the dung beetle Sulcophaneous velutinus (advisor Dr. Frank Joyce)

1996-1997:
University of California, San Diego Undergraduate Independent project, 1996-1997


Title of the project: Population census and factors affecting the sexual determination of the 

hermaphroditic opistobranchs: Bulla gouldiana and Navanax inermis 


(advisor Dr. Jack Bradbury)

1999:

Research Assistantship, Universidad Nacional Agraria, La Molina- CDC



Biodiversity Inventory: Multi-technique bird and insect censuses, data entering and GIS 


mapping of Peruvian life zones (advisor Dr. Pedro Vasquez)

1997-1998:
Research Assistantship, University of California, San Diego



Song repertoire recording, sound analysis, repertoire classification and analysis of a 


population of Banded Wrens in Santa Rosa National Park, Costa Rica 


(advisor Dr. Sandra Vehrencamp)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT:

Courses personally developed and taught:
2012:
Insect Behavior (Lecture and Lab). Full course and lab development and teaching. Butler University, Spring 2012
2005-2007:
“From the Andes to the Amazons” Tropical Ecology and Conservation Summer Courses in 

Peru. Coordinator and Instructor for students of The University of Montana and 



Universidad Nacional Agraria, La Molina. 

2005-2007:
Tropical Ecology Seminar. Principle Instructor for students at The University of Montana.

2005:

Development of curriculum and implementation of the first mixed-nationality tropical 


biology course for US and Peruvian undergraduates. Co-founder of an international 


cooperation program 
established as a bridge between Peruvian and North American 


students. The University of Montana.
2005:

Development of a Memorandum of Understanding between The University of Montana



USA and Universidad Nacional Agraria, La Molina, Peru.

Teaching Assistantships:

2005-2008:      Entomology. Graduate Teaching Assistant. University of Montana

2004-2006:      Science of Life. Graduate Teaching Assistant. University of Montana

2002:               Insect Behavior. Graduate Teaching Assistant. University of Montana

2002:               Cell and Molecular Biology. Graduate Teaching Assistant. University of Montana

1998-1999:      EAP Tropical Biology Program, Costa Rica, Teaching Assistant. The University of


California. 

1998                Animal Communication, Undergraduate teaching Assistant. The University of California, 

San Diego. 

1997                Biometry, Undergraduate teaching Assistant. University of California, San Diego. 
AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS:

2009-2011:
L’Oreal-UNESCO Post-Doctoral Award: “Premio a la Mujer en la Ciencia”

2007:        
Bertha Morton Graduate Fellowship- The University of Montana

2006:           
Sigma XI-Grants in Aid Award

2006:           
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI)-Short Term Fellowship

2005:           
Smithsonian Institution (SI)-Predoctoral Fellowship

2005:           
National Science Foundation (NSF)-Dissertation Improvement Grant (DDIG)

2005:           
Animal Behavior Society (ABS)-Student Research Grant

2005-2007: 
University of Montana Graduate Student Travel Award

2004:           
Sigma XI-Grants in Aid Award

2004:           
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI)-Short Term Fellowship

2003-2005:  
PEO International, Peace Scholarship


2002-2004:  
Organization of American States Graduate Student Fellowship (OEA-PRA)

PUBLICATIONS:

*Vencl, F. V., Trillo, P.A., and R. Geeta.2010. Functional interactions among tortoise beetle larval defenses reveal trait suites and escalation. Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 65:(2) 227-239. 
*Trillo, P.A., and S.L. Vehrencamp.  2005. Songtypes and their structural features are associated with  specific contexts in the banded wren Thryothorus pleurostictus. Animal Behaviour  70: 921-935.

*Whiteley, A.R., and P.A. Trillo. 2005. Genetics and Fisheries: strategic synergy. Pesca Responsable 36: 18-19.

*Trillo, P.A., Athanas, K.A., Mejia, M., Goldhill, D.H., Hoke, K.L., and W.C. Funk. In prep. Ecological

selection and the divergence of sexual signals in Physalaemus petersi. For Behavioral Ecology.
*Trillo, P.A. In prep. Bigger weapons or larger testes? The importance of primary and secondary sexual characters for the reproductive success of the tortoise beetle Acromis sparsa. For Proceedings of the Royal Society of London, Series B.

*Trillo, P.A. In prep. Body and weapon size correlate with copulatory courtship rate in the tropical tortoise beetle Acromis sparsa. For Behaviour.
PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED LECTURES:

2011: 

“The relative importance of pre- and post-copulatory sexual selection: Tales from a tortoise  



beetle” Invited Speaker. Butler University, Department Seminar

2011:               “From the Andes to the Amazon: Developing International Collaborations through 

 
Tropical Ecology and Conservation Courses in Perú. Invited Speaker. Butler University
2008:

“Large weapons or bigger testes?: the importance of primary and secondary sexual 



characters for 
the reproductive success of Acromis sparsa. Annual Conference of the 


Society for the Study of Evolution (SSE), Minneapolis, Minnesota.
2007:

“The relative importance of primary and secondary sexual characters in the tortoise beetle 

Acromis sparsa” Invited Speaker. University of Lethbridge Department Seminar

2007:

“From the Andes to the Amazon: Developing International Collaborations through



Tropical Ecology and Conservation Courses in Peru” Invited Speaker for University of 


Lethbridge

2007:

“The evolution of primay and secondary sexual characters in the tortoise beetle Acromis 

       
sparsa”. Animal Behavior Society Meeting, Burlington, Vermont.
2006:

“Alloparental care in tortoise beetles: An offspring perspective”. 1st Latin American



Animal Behavior Society Meeting, Veracruz, Mexico. Student Award.
 2006:

“Interactions between Primary and Secondary Sexual Characters in Acromis sparsa”. 



Graduate student and Faculty Annual Conference. The University of Montana. 




Outstanding Presentation Student Award

2005:

“The Evolution of Primary and Secondary Sexual  Characters in Acromis sparsa”. Invited 
  
Speaker for The Asociation for Tropical  Biology and Conservacion Conference,  



Uberlandia, Brazil.

2004:
 
“Sexual Selection in Tortoise Beetles”. Invited Speaker. Smithsonian Tropical Research  
   
         
Institute. Panama.

2004:

“Principles of Animal Behavior”. Invited Lecture and Workshop. Curso Gigante de 


Biologia de Campo, Universidad  de Panama. 

2002:

“Songbird Communication Systems”. Invited Lecture. Graduate Course in Animal 


Communication, University of Montana. 

2001:

“Principles of Animal Communication”. Invited Lecture. Undergraduate Course in Animal 

Behavior, University of Montana.    

1998-1999:
“Biological Statistics and Experimental Design”. Invited Workshop. EAP, University of 


California. 

1999:           
“Tropical Entomology”. Invited Workshop. EAP, University of California. 

1998-1999:  
“Coral Reef Biodiversity”. Invited Workshop. EAP, University of California. 

COMMUNITY AND PROFESIONAL INVOLVEMENT:
2006-

Sigma XI Scientific Research Society

2003-

Animal Behavior Society

2002-

AWIS: Association of Women in Science

1999-

WWA: Wetlands World Action, Peru
OTHER RELEVANT SKILLS:

*Languages: Fluent in English, Spanish, and French 


*Advanced Open water diver  

           
*Wilderness First Responder Certification

REFERENCES:


Dr. Douglas J. Emlen


Division of Biological Sciences


The University of Montana


32 Campus Drive, 


Missoula, MT 59812


Phone: (406) 243-2535


Email: doug.emlen@mso.umt.edu 


Dr. Erick Greene


Division of Biological Sciences


The University of Montana


32 Campus Drive, 


Missoula, MT 59812


Phone: (406) 243 2179


Email: erick.greene@mso.umt.edu                               


Dr. Lila Fishman


Division of Biological Sciences


The University of Montana


32 Campus Drive, 


Missoula, MT 59812


Phone: (406) 243-5166


Email: lila.fishman@mso.umt.edu
         Dr. Frank Joyce


Director of the Tropical Biology and         
Conservation Program. Education 
Abroad  Program. 


The University of California


Instituto Monteverde


Puntarenas, Costa Rica


Phone: 506-2645-5545


Email: fjoyce@sol.racsa.co.cr
